CHAPTER III

THE PROTESTANT SPIRIT

A Popular Assembly without a Senate cannot be wise
A Senate without a Popular Assembly will not be honest
The reasons why the Nations that have Commonwealths ^use
them so well and cherish them so much, and yet that so few nations
have Commonwealths, is that in using a Commonwealth it is not
necessary that it should be understood, but in making a Common-
wealth that it should be understood is of  absolute necessity.
HARRINGTON (1611-77), " Political Aphorisms "

THE Protestant Reformation of the sixteenth
century was the great dissolvent of European
conservatism. A religion which had been accepted
with little question for twelve hundred years, which
had dominated European thought, moulded European
customs, shaped no small part of private law and
public policy and delighted the world with exquisite
fabrics in stone, glowing altar pieces, and solemn
music, was suddenly and sharply questioned in all
the progressive communities of the West.

Yet the leaders of this great and comprehensive
revolt were careful to mark their respect for the
secular authority. Their followers might lampoon
the Pope and asperse the barbarous monk with a
sharp shower of ridicule, but of Princes, rulers tod
magistrates no evil word must be spoken. Martyrdom
was better than Civil War ; the tyranny of the heretic
prince should be passively borne by the godly subject.
Luther, who railed against the rebellious peasantry,

34